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Contact:  Mary Ellen Hamer, Independent Colleges of Indiana, Inc., (317) 236-6090 (x 224)
	   
Survey Shows Strong Support for Need-Based State Aid for Independent College Students  

INDIANAPOLIS, February 24, 2011 – Hoosier voters overwhelmingly support the state continuing to fund need-based financial aid programs for students attending both independent (private, non-profit) and public colleges and universities, according to a recent survey conducted for the Independent Colleges of Indiana.  

Fully 87 percent support students being able to use need-based aid from the State Student Assistance Commission of Indiana (SSACI grants) at either independent or public colleges, compared to 7 percent opposed and 6 percent unsure.  That supermajority included strong support from Republican, Democratic, and Independent voters alike.   

In addition, more than three quarters (78 percent) of registered voters have a positive opinion of Indiana’s independent colleges and universities (4 percent negative; 18 percent unsure), with the most often-cited reason---by a three-to-one margin---being the “strong education provided.” 

“We are pleased to see confirmed in these survey results the longstanding and strong commitment of the people of Indiana to providing opportunity and choice in higher education for all students, regardless of family background,” says Dr. Richard L. Ludwick, ICI president & CEO.  “Making the ‘best college fit’ possible for every student is at the heart of ICI’s mission.” 

Other key findings include independent colleges being seen as “doing a better job” in four of six key areas by the following margins:  
· Provide a higher quality education:  three to one;
· Better prepare graduates to find a successful career:  two to one;
· Cost Indiana taxpayers less money:  more than two to one; and
· Costs aside, are a more attractive place to attend college:  more than two to one.

The two areas in which public colleges and universities scored higher are attracting more economic development and jobs (18 percent independent vs. 38 percent public) and more positively impacting their local communities  (25 percent independent vs. 29 percent public).  

“This is exactly why we conducted this survey---to find out what our fellow Hoosier citizens are thinking and where we can do a better job of telling our story,” says Ludwick.  “It’s accurate that Indiana’s public colleges and universities contribute to the state’s economic development and their local communities, but so do our 31 independent ones.  In many cases, our campuses are one of the major---if not the largest---employers in their areas and their faculty, staff, and students contribute to the community in a number of ways---from  public service to the arts to intellectual capital.  This is a story that we need to tell better.”  

Overall, Indiana’s independent colleges and universities have a total economic impact for Indiana of $4 billion dollars, with institutional expenditures of $2 billion and employment for more than 20,000 Hoosiers.    

The Tarrance Group conducted the survey of 500 registered “likely” voters in the state of Indiana via phone on November 29-30, 2010.  All respondents were part of a fully representative sample based on the latest voter registration figures within the state.  The margin of error for the survey sample is +/-4.5%.        

Independent Colleges of Indiana, Inc. (ICI) is a nonprofit organization that represents the state’s 31 nonprofit accredited colleges and universities.  ICI member institutions enroll some 87,000 students (approximately 20 percent of all students statewide) and annually produce 35 percent of all bachelor’s degrees in Indiana. 
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